
Ms Petronella Vaarzon-Morel

Petronella Vaarzon-Morel is Adjunct Visiting Fellow, College of Indigenous Futures Education and
the Arts, Charles Darwin University. As an independent anthropologist she has worked for more
than forty years with First Nations people, mainly in Central Australia (Western Australia, South
Australia and the Northern Territory) but also in Queensland. She has authored or co-authored
major applied anthropology reports for 16 Aboriginal land and native title claims across Australia
and has appeared as an expert witness in various land claims and court cases involving customary
law.

In addition to research on Indigenous land tenure systems, Petronella has undertaken
anthropological research for inter-disciplinary projects concerning Indigenous ecological
knowledge, burning practices, perceptions of introduced animals, and cultural mapping. Her
other research interests include personhood, multispecies ethnography, and issues of
colonization and change. She has presented numerous papers on these topics at anthropological
conferences nationally and internationally and has authored or co-authored over forty published
book chapters, journal articles, reviews and reports. She is co-editor (with Linda Barwick &
Jennifer Green) of Archival Returns: Central Australia and Beyond, 2021, Sydney University Press.

Since 2013 Petronella has also been engaged as a sessional lecturer in anthropology at New York
University Sydney.

See: https://as.nyu.edu/departments/anthropology/people/global-faculty/petronella-vaarzon-m
orel.html
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