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“The associating of a totem with a collection of people was
that which transformed them from just a collection into a
group with a sign of unity. When everything significant in the
world was thus parcelled out among enduring groups, the
society became made up of perennial corporations of a
religious character. Each group was corporate in all that its
totems signified and symbolised. Aboriginal totemic groups
were thus sacred groups in perpetuity. The yearly round of
rites let the Aborigines renew both the sources and the bonds
of life constituted in that way. ”

- Stanner 1979White Man Got No Dreaming, p.143



“As Strehlow puts it, a person sees in country ‘beings…he has
known in his own experience as his fathers and grandfathers
and brothers, and as his mothers and sisters. The whole
countryside is his living , age-old family tree’ (1947:30). It is
also the ‘family tree’ of other species that people routinely
refer to as kin.”

- Morton 2017 Mother’s Blood, Father’s Land, p.62
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